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1. Background on Anglican Church Southern Queensland

The Anglican Church Southern Queensland, also known as the Anglican Diocese of Brisbane, is
a significant religious institution in Queensland, Australia. It is part of the Anglican Church of
Australia and covers a large geographical area, including Brisbane and extending to the New
South Wales border in the south, west to the Northern Territory and South Australian borders,
and north to Bundaberg.

History

The diocese was established in 1859, coinciding with Queensland becoming a separate colony
from New South Wales. The first Bishop of Brisbane, Edward Tufnell, was consecrated in 1859.
Over the years, the diocese has played a significant role in the religious, educational, and social
landscape of Southern Queensland.

Institutions and Scope

The Anglican Church Southern Queensland operates various institutions, including:

1. Schools: The diocese is responsible for several prominent schools in the region,
including:

○ St Aidan's Anglican Girls' School
○ St Margaret's Anglican Girls School
○ Cannon Hill Anglican College
○ The Southport School
○ St Hilda's School
○ Toowoomba Preparatory School
○ Churchie (Anglican Church Grammar School)

2. Social Services: Anglicare Southern Queensland is the primary social services arm of the
diocese, providing aged care, community services, and mental health support.
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3. Parishes: The diocese oversees numerous parishes across Southern Queensland, each
with its own church and community activities.

4. Theological Education: St Francis College in Milton provides theological education and
training for clergy and lay people.

Size and Reach

As of the most recent available data:

● The diocese employs hundreds of clergy and thousands of lay staff across its various
institutions.

● It serves a significant portion of Queensland's population, with tens of thousands of
parishioners attending its churches.

● The schools under its purview educate thousands of students annually.
● Anglicare Southern Queensland provides services to tens of thousands of people each

year.

The Anglican Church Southern Queensland has been an influential institution in the region's
development, contributing to education, social services, and community life. However, like many
religious institutions, it has faced significant challenges in recent years, particularly concerning
historical cases of sexual abuse and the need for institutional reform.

2. Historical Sexual Abuse Claims and Church Response

The Anglican Church Southern Queensland, like many religious institutions in Australia, has
grappled with a history of sexual abuse cases and inadequate responses to these incidents.
This section outlines the historical context of sexual abuse claims within the diocese and the
evolution of the church's attitudes and methods in managing these complaints.

Early Attitudes and Responses

Historically, the Anglican Church Southern Queensland, in line with broader societal attitudes
and other religious institutions, often failed to adequately address allegations of sexual abuse.
The church's early responses were characterized by:

1. Secrecy and Silence: There was a tendency to keep abuse allegations quiet to protect the
church's reputation.

2. Disbelief of Victims: Many victims who came forward were not believed or were
dismissed.
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3. Internal Handling: Complaints were often dealt with internally, without involving law
enforcement or external authorities.

4. Protection of Perpetrators: In some cases, accused clergy members were moved to
different parishes or institutions rather than being removed from positions of authority.

5. Lack of Support for Victims: There were limited or no support systems in place for
victims of abuse.

6. Inadequate Record-Keeping: Poor documentation of complaints and actions taken made
it difficult to track patterns of abuse or hold perpetrators accountable.

Failures in Child Protection

The church's historical failures in implementing effective child protection policies and
procedures included:

1. Absence of Screening: Lack of thorough background checks for clergy, staff, and
volunteers working with children.

2. Insufficient Training: Inadequate or non-existent training on recognizing and reporting
signs of abuse.

3. No Clear Reporting Mechanisms: Absence of established protocols for reporting
suspicions or allegations of abuse.

4. Lack of Accountability: No clear systems for holding leadership accountable for their
handling of abuse cases.

5. Prioritizing Institution Over Individuals: Decisions often prioritized protecting the church's
reputation over the safety and well-being of victims.

Shift in Recent Years

In more recent years, particularly following increased public scrutiny and the Royal Commission
into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse, the Anglican Church Southern Queensland
has taken steps to address its past failings:

1. Acknowledgment of Past Failures: Public apologies and acknowledgments of historical
failures in handling abuse cases.

2. Development of Child Protection Policies: Implementation of comprehensive child
protection policies and procedures.

3. Improved Reporting Mechanisms: Establishment of clearer pathways for reporting
abuse, including cooperation with law enforcement.

4. Training and Education: Regular training for clergy, staff, and volunteers on child
protection and mandatory reporting.

5. Victim Support: Development of support services for victims of historical abuse,
including counseling and compensation schemes.
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6. External Oversight: Engagement with external bodies to review and improve child
protection measures.

7. Transparency: Increased openness about historical cases and current policies, including
public reporting on abuse statistics and responses.

Despite these improvements, the legacy of historical abuse continues to impact the church and
its relationship with the community. The Anglican Church Southern Queensland, like many
institutions, faces ongoing challenges in rebuilding trust and ensuring the safety of all
individuals within its care.

3. Statistical Data and Comparisons

Providing comprehensive and accurate statistical data on sexual abuse within the Anglican
Church Southern Queensland is challenging due to the historical nature of many cases,
underreporting, and the sensitive nature of the information. However, this section aims to
present the available data and comparisons to provide a clearer picture of the scope of the
issue.

Anglican Church Southern Queensland Data

1. Number of Allegations:
○ As of the most recent available data, the Anglican Church Southern Queensland

has received hundreds of allegations of sexual abuse dating back several
decades.

○ The exact number fluctuates as more survivors come forward and historical
cases are uncovered.

2. Number of Victims:
○ The total number of victims is likely higher than the number of reported

allegations, as many survivors may not have come forward.
○ Estimates suggest that there could be several hundred to over a thousand

victims within the diocese.
3. Financial Settlements:

○ The Anglican Church Southern Queensland has paid out millions of dollars in
compensation to abuse survivors.

○ Individual settlements have ranged from tens of thousands to hundreds of
thousands of dollars, depending on the severity and circumstances of each case.

○ The total amount paid in settlements is estimated to be in the tens of millions of
dollars.
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Comparisons with Other Regions and Institutions

1. Other Anglican Dioceses in Australia:
○ The Diocese of Newcastle (NSW) reported 158 allegations of child sexual abuse

between 1980 and 2015.
○ The Diocese of Melbourne received 96 complaints of child sexual abuse between

1956 and 2015.
○ Comparatively, the Anglican Church Southern Queensland's numbers appear to

be on the higher end of the spectrum among Anglican dioceses in Australia.
2. Other Religious Institutions in Queensland:

○ The Catholic Church in Queensland has faced a significantly higher number of
allegations, with estimates in the thousands.

○ Other denominations, such as the Uniting Church and Salvation Army, have also
reported cases of abuse, though generally in lower numbers than the Anglican
and Catholic churches.

3. National Comparison:
○ The Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse

reported that 4,477 allegations were made to 39 Anglican Church authorities
nationally between 1980 and 2015.

○ Of these, 1,115 allegations (25%) were reported to Anglican institutions in
Queensland, indicating that the Anglican Church Southern Queensland accounted
for a significant portion of national cases.

4. Educational Institutions:
○ Church-run schools, including those operated by the Anglican Church Southern

Queensland, have been identified as sites of significant abuse.
○ Compared to non-religious schools, church-run schools have generally had higher

reported rates of historical sexual abuse.
5. Reporting Rates:

○ The Anglican Church Southern Queensland has seen an increase in reporting
rates following the Royal Commission and increased public awareness.

○ This trend is consistent with other institutions across Australia, suggesting that
historical cases are continuing to come to light.

Data Limitations and Considerations

1. Historical Nature: Many cases date back decades, making accurate quantification
challenging.

2. Underreporting: Sexual abuse is often underreported, meaning actual numbers may be
higher than official figures.

3. Definitional Issues: Variations in how different institutions define and categorize abuse
can make direct comparisons difficult.
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4. Ongoing Disclosures: As more survivors come forward, statistics continue to evolve.

While these statistics provide a general overview, they should be interpreted with caution due to
the sensitive nature of the subject and the ongoing process of disclosure and investigation. The
data suggests that the Anglican Church Southern Queensland has faced a significant number of
abuse cases, comparable to or higher than many other Anglican dioceses in Australia, but lower
than the largest Catholic dioceses.

4. The Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual
Abuse

The Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse was a landmark
inquiry in Australian history, with significant implications for religious institutions, including the
Anglican Church Southern Queensland.

Background and Scope

1. Establishment:
○ Announced by Prime Minister Julia Gillard on November 12, 2012.
○ Formally established on January 11, 2013.

2. Purpose:
○ To investigate how institutions like schools, churches, sports clubs, and

government organizations have responded to allegations and instances of child
sexual abuse.

3. Scope:
○ Covered all religious institutions, government agencies, sporting organizations,

and other institutions responsible for children.
○ Examined both historical and contemporary cases of abuse.

4. Duration:
○ The Commission ran for five years, concluding on December 15, 2017.

Anglican Church Southern Queensland's Involvement

1. Case Studies:
○ The Commission conducted several case studies directly involving the Anglican

Church, including Case Study 52, which focused on the Anglican Church
authorities in Australia.

2. Specific Cases:
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○ St Paul's School and Brisbane Grammar School: A notable case study involving
abuse by a teacher who worked at both schools, highlighting failures in reporting
and response mechanisms.

○ The Commission heard testimony from survivors who experienced abuse within
Anglican institutions in Southern Queensland.

3. Institutional Response:
○ The Anglican Church Southern Queensland was required to provide extensive

documentation on its handling of abuse cases.
○ Senior church officials, including bishops and administrators, were called to

testify before the Commission.

Key Recommendations for the Anglican Church

The Royal Commission made numerous recommendations, many of which directly impacted the
Anglican Church Southern Queensland:

1. Child Safe Standards: Implementation of ten child safe standards to make institutions
safer for children.

2. Reporting and Accountability:
○ Mandatory reporting of abuse suspicions to authorities.
○ Creation of clear reporting lines and accountability measures within the church

hierarchy.
3. Screening and Training:

○ Enhanced screening processes for clergy and church workers.
○ Regular, comprehensive training on child protection for all staff and volunteers.

4. Governance Reform:
○ Improvements to church governance to ensure better handling of abuse

complaints.
○ Greater transparency in decision-making processes.

5. Support for Survivors:
○ Establishment of redress schemes to provide financial compensation and

support services to survivors.
○ Improved pastoral care and counseling services for those affected by abuse.

6. Cultural Change:
○ Addressing cultural issues within the church that may have contributed to abuse

or its concealment.
○ Promoting a culture of child safety and open communication.

7. Record Keeping:
○ Improved systems for maintaining records of abuse allegations and responses.
○ Better information sharing between dioceses and with relevant authorities.
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Impact of the Royal Commission

1. On Victims and Survivors:
○ Provided a platform for survivors to share their experiences and be heard.
○ Led to increased support services and compensation schemes.
○ Raised public awareness and reduced stigma around discussing abuse.

2. Legal Changes:
○ Reforms to statute of limitations laws, making it easier for survivors to seek

justice.
○ Changes to mandatory reporting laws and working with children checks.
○ Introduction of failure to report and failure to protect offenses in many

jurisdictions.
3. Community Awareness:

○ Significantly increased public understanding of the prevalence and impact of
institutional child sexual abuse.

○ Shifted societal attitudes towards believing and supporting survivors.
4. Institutional Reform:

○ Prompted widespread reviews and changes in child protection policies across
various institutions.

○ Led to the establishment of new oversight bodies and reporting mechanisms.
5. National Redress Scheme:

○ Establishment of a national scheme to provide compensation to survivors of
institutional child sexual abuse.

The Royal Commission has had a profound impact on the Anglican Church Southern
Queensland and other institutions across Australia. It has led to significant reforms in child
protection practices, increased accountability, and a greater focus on supporting survivors of
abuse. While the full implementation of recommendations is an ongoing process, the
Commission's work has been instrumental in driving change and addressing historical failures in
protecting children from abuse.

5. Conclusion

The issue of sexual abuse within the Anglican Church Southern Queensland represents a dark
chapter in the institution's history, reflecting broader societal failures in protecting vulnerable
individuals, particularly children. This comprehensive examination has revealed several key
points:
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1. Institutional Failures: The Anglican Church Southern Queensland, like many religious
institutions, historically failed to adequately address allegations of sexual abuse, often
prioritizing institutional reputation over the welfare of victims.

2. Scope of Abuse: While precise numbers are difficult to determine, the available data
suggests that the diocese has faced a significant number of abuse allegations,
comparable to or exceeding many other Anglican dioceses in Australia.

3. Changing Responses: In recent years, particularly following the Royal Commission, there
has been a marked shift in the church's approach to handling abuse allegations, with
increased transparency, improved policies, and greater support for survivors.

4. Ongoing Challenges: Despite progress, the legacy of historical abuse continues to
impact the church and its relationship with the community. The process of rebuilding
trust and ensuring comprehensive child protection is ongoing.

5. Broader Impact: The revelations of abuse within the Anglican Church Southern
Queensland, along with other institutions, have led to significant legal and societal
changes, including reforms in child protection laws and increased public awareness of
institutional abuse.

6. Future Directions: The recommendations of the Royal Commission provide a roadmap
for continued improvement in child safety practices, victim support, and institutional
accountability.

The journey of the Anglican Church Southern Queensland in addressing its history of sexual
abuse reflects a broader societal reckoning with institutional failures to protect children. While
significant progress has been made, particularly in terms of policy development and survivor
support, the impact of historical abuse continues to resonate. The church's ongoing
commitment to implementing reforms, supporting survivors, and fostering a culture of safety
and transparency will be crucial in addressing this legacy and preventing future abuses.

As society continues to grapple with the issue of institutional child sexual abuse, the experience
of the Anglican Church Southern Queensland serves as a poignant reminder of the importance
of vigilance, accountability, and the paramount need to protect the vulnerable. The path forward
requires sustained effort, openness to scrutiny, and an unwavering commitment to the safety
and well-being of all individuals within the church's care.
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